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Reduced Sales Tax Revenues Resulted 
in Service and Fare changes.
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Arra funding helps build new offices to 
improve crowded work spaces.



Service Changes include:

 Hiring many administrative positions frozen
 Elimination of Sunday Services
 Capped Night Service
 Reduced hours of operation
 All fares increased
 Premium fares for some services
 Elimination or combining of some routes



Results

 Balanced budget
 Limited funds for capital replacements
 Ridership down 7%
 Key staffing needs unfilled



Capital Needs are Growing

Capital Needs Estimated Cost
16 New buses to replace 1988s in fleet $6,000,000 
5 new relief vehicles $110,000 
9 New buses to replace 1992s in fleet $3,600,000 
Computer and program upgrades $1,000,000 
232 Vans $5,800,000 
56  Dial A Ride Vehicles $5,000,000 
32 Maintenance Vehicles $800,000 
3 Park and Rides $6,000,000 
Knight Street Transit Center refurbishment $2,500,000 

Total $30,810,000 
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TDP Expenditure Assumptions

 Inflation of 3% in 2010 and 2% for the balance of the 
plan 

 3.5% union 5% admin staff for 2010
 2% COLA, per year balance of the plan
 Premium increases for insurance passed on to 

employees
 2% increase for fuel and all operating expenses
 No service increases
 Federal Grants used for Operating where possible



The bus helps the economy by 
providing transportation to many.

Where do you usually go?
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Citizens think BFT helps the economy
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Ben Franklin Transit Goals

 Balance the budget and build cash reserves
– Contain costs to meet all departmental budgets.
– Rebuild Local Reserve Funds and Create Vehicle Replacement Plan
– Improve efficiency of the system as a whole.
– Complete successful union contract negotiations
– Increase data collection to help performance based evaluation of the system

 Balance Vanpool ridership in keeping with van availability and a high cost recovery.
– Adjust fares to reflect fuel and insurance costs
– Continue fleet maintenance to replace aging vehicles

 Develop facilities as needed. 
– Complete construction of the new MOA facility
– Complete installation of new shelters as needed
– Maintain existing facilities

 Maintain and expand the Travel Training program.
– Work with schools through pass programs and special education programs
– Work with employers such as Columbia Industries
– Develop train the trainer information

 Procure replacement vehicles for bus, paratransit, and vanpool fleets.
– Focus on securing funding for new buses
– Maintain our current vanpool fleet and take advantage of state growth vans
– Analyze DAR and demand response vehicle needs.

 Provide excellent customer service. 
– Involve the public in transit development efforts.
– Maintain internal and external information sharing.
– Provide information to training staff for needed improvements
– Continue customer appreciation efforts.



Washington State Transportation 
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• Technology & Business Campus 
• Richland Innovation Center 
• Manufacturing Mall 
• Richland Airport 
• Benton City Industrial Park
• Prosser Wine & Food Park
• Prosser Airport 
• Prosser Vintner’s Village
• Walter Clore Wine & Culinary Ctr.
• Crow Butte Park

Port of Benton District & Sites



Assets

• 2103 Acres • 40 Buildings • 1/2 Million SF Space 
• 4 ED Buildings • 2 Airports • 190 Companies 
• Barge Facility • 1 Rail Line • 2,000 Jobs



 The Port of Benton supports over 2,000 direct jobs ($178 M in annual payroll) within 
high impact sectors generating over $388 M in goods and services: 

 The Port district is 5% of the Benton County economy and business activity 
generating $564 M.

 Port of Benton facilities generate $280 M in value-added income and $183 M of 
payroll.

 Benton County and Washington State received over $19 M in indirect business taxes 
from companies located within Port of Benton facilities. 



 Port of Benton impact to State: 
$665 M in revenue to the State of Washington.
Each job within the Port of Benton = 2.0 indirect jobs within the State
Port facilities add annually $327 M to the Gross State Product, $208 M in employee 
payroll in the state.
State and local government agencies annually collect more than $23 M in indirect 
business taxes.

 Wine Industry Impacts – Prosser:
 256 direct jobs on Port development sites = 700 indirect jobs to the State 
 $165 M in goods and services are produced between Vintner’s Village Phase I and the 

Wine & Food Park.





 32 acre development, 10 acres sold to nursery
 14 wineries
 148 direct jobs created
 Approx $30 M in private investment 
 Development occurred over five years
 Sparked overall community growth and 

partnered with downtown revitalization efforts
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 Potential replacement of 250 lost jobs from 
close down of ConAgra, Lamb Weston Plant in 
Prosser

 100 jobs, anticipated as result of project
 Est. $15 Million in capital investment
 Supports growth around existing wine cluster
 Investment magnet for the community, region 

and State



 Port Rail Bridge reconstruction
• Up to 2000 cars per year
• 0.25 M tons per year of freight
• Last timber railroad bridge, end 
of useful life.



 City of Richland –
 1st Street Construction – Thank You!
Duportail Bridge

 City of Prosser 
 City of Benton City
 Benton County 



Thank you!

For more information:
www.portofbenton.com
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Transportation Priorities



Lewis Street Overpass



Lewis Street

Old State Highway

Underpass Constructed in 1937

Downtown Revitalization



Road 68 / I-182



Road 68 / I-182

Congestion (40K ADT)

Road 76 Ramp

Road 52 Ramp



Road 76



Road 52



“A” Street Interchange



Heritage Industrial Center



Heritage Industrial Center

 400-600 Acres Industrial Land

 Joint Effort 
(City, Port, County, BNSF, TRIDEC, Property Owners)

 Heritage Blvd connection to SR12

 BNSF Rail Service

 “A” Street LID



Transportation Priorities



City of Richland Transportation 
Challenges

Washington State Transportation 
Commission
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Preservation and Operations
• 280 Miles of Streets
• 50 Traffic Signals
• Preservation

– Pavement Management
– Snow and Ice Control
– Pedestrian safety and ADA Compliance
– Striping and Signs

• Operations
– Traffic signals
– Street lighting



Preservation and Operations Funding

• Annual Budget
– $3,100,000

• $800,000 Cost to overlay 1 mile of downtown arterial
• Planned for 15-year cycle

• City has shown great commitment and creativity 
to assemble funds for street maintenance

• Fuel tax significant, but inadequate source
– Approximately 1/3 of needed preservation and 

operations budget
• $0.095 State gas tax increase provided $0.005 to Cities -

$140,000 annual increase to Richland





Duportail Bridge



Duportail Bridge

• Project meets State and local transportation and 
land use priorities
– Economic vitality

• Supports higher density downtown urban development 
and planned commercial / retail development

– Preservation
• Preserves I-182 facilities between Queensgate and SR240 

/ Aaron Drive interchanges

• Preserves George Washington Way and Aaron Drive



Duportail Bridge
• State Transportation Priorities Continued

– Safety
• Provides low-speed (35 mph) local route for local trips that now 

use I-182.
– A recent fatal accident on I-182 can be attributed to mixing high 

speed interstate trips with low-speed local trips

• Provides safe separated facilities for pedestrians and bicycles

– Mobility
• Regional model and local traffic studies predict significant 

travel time and vehicle miles travelled savings with the Bridge 
in place

• Provides improved mode choices for local trips



Duportail Bridge

• State Transportation Priorities Continued
– Environment

• Access control improvements to sensitive Yakima River 
riparian area

• Improved stormwater treatment and discharge facilities

• Reduces greenhouse gas emissions via more efficient 
vehicle travel and reduced congestion

– Stewardship
• Accomplishes all system priorities at less than 50% of 

cost needed to improve I-182



Duportail Bridge Funding
• Total Project cost - $32,500,000

– City funds invested to make project shovel ready by early 2011
– FEMA pre-disaster mitigation funds announced

• Funding Dilemma
– Annual Transportation Improvement Board awards for all of 

eastern Washington
• Approximately $13.5 million (2005 – 2009 average, $0 for 2011)

– Annual Benton County Distribution of Federal Transportation Funds
• Approximately $1,700,000

– All City funding sources stretched to support preservation and 
operations needs

– With no programmatic funding sources adequate for this project 
and recent State funding packages routed nearly exclusively to 
WSDOT projects Richland needs legislative action to provide 
funding vehicles for important local route projects



Duportail Bridge – Land Use Planning
Downtown 
Commercial 

Development

Duportail 
Bridge

Queensgate 
Commercial 

Development
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Port District



Keene Road –
Catalyst For New 
Commerce

September 2006:
15 Acre Industrial Land Trade

May 2008:
92 Acre Raceway Property Purchase

August 2009:
UGA Application Submitted – 92 
Acres

January 2010:
1 Acre - Groundbreaking Black 
Heron Distillery & Port Works 

March 2010:
$50,000 EDA Grant
Master Plan Feasibility & 
Infrastructure Needs To Help 
Support Wine Industry at Base of 
Red Mountain



Keene Road Extension
March 2007

• Land Trade – 3 Lane, 1600 LF Keene Road Extension
• Allow For Future Development Within Red Mountain 

Center – “Opened Up Hundreds of Acres”
• Curb, Gutter, Sidewalk and Utility Infrastructure
• Cohesive Plan Supportive of Port and City of West 

Richland’s Economic Development Goals.



Keene Road Extension
April 2008



Red Mountain Wine Estates

PACIFIC RIM
ASCeNTIA Wine Estates

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Original Pacific Rim – 28,000 SF (Right side of building)
Ascentia Expansion – 25,000 SF (Left side of building)
TOTAL:  53,000 SF / Wine Production Facility



http://www.atlaspeak.com/�
http://www.columbiawinery.com/�
http://www.buenavistacarneros.com/�
http://www.coveyrun.com/�
http://www.geyserpeakwinery.com/�
http://www.xyzinwines.com/�
http://www.stechapelle.com/�
http://www.garyfarrellwines.com/�


Presenter
Presentation Notes
4,000 SF Tasting Room / Processing Facility
City extended water & sewer services to the property from Keene Road
Port to construct/improve access road, sidewalks to property and adjacent development port owned parcels (2- 1 acre parcels)



Red Mountain 
Transportation Improvements



Phase II – SR 224 to I-82  Red Mountain/West Richland Interchange

Project Benefits
• Safety.  A new interchange and freeway ramps improve emergency 

response time by up to 50%.

• Mobility.  Improved freeway access to and from the Red Mountain AVA 
and West Richland opens up new areas for economic growth.

• Economic vitality.  Constructing a new interchange provides the 
infrastructure needed for commercial and industrial development and 
provides the only direct link from the interstate to West Richland.

• Health/Environment.  More efficient traffic flow reduces vehicle 
emissions and improves the air quality for the area.



Red Mountain 
Partners



Vista Field Airport
Open For Business
• Focus In Attracting New Business 

• Enhancing Aviation Services For  
Airport Users

• Updating Airport Master Plan

• Evaluating Existing Buildings

• Securing A Fixed Base Operator



Skip Novakovich, Commissioner
Port of Kennewick

350 Clover Island Drive, Suite 200
Kennewick, WA 99336

509.586.1186

www.PortofKennewick.org

Thank You!

Photo by Matt McGee

http://www.PortofKennewick.org


Steptoe
A Little History



The ‘60‘s & 70‘s    - Steptoe



Proposed Roads
Ring Road and I-82



The ‘80‘s   - Platted Rights of 
Way



The ‘90‘s - Regional Transportation Study



A Preliminary Look
Over or Under?

Over?

Under?



Public Involvement!

•A Project Telephone 
Hotline

•A Project Website

•A Stakeholders Workshop

•Three Neighborhood 
Meetings

•Four Public Mailings

•Four News Releases

•Formal Public Meeting



Traffic 
Analysis



Options Presented



Environmental 



Phase I Schedule

Bids Opened- April 13

Award - April 20

Notice to Proceed May 10th

Construction Complete May 2011



Phase 2 – Clearwater to Center Parkway



Phase 3 – 10th Avenue 
to Clearwater Avenue



Five Corners



• Phase 2 & 3 Schedule

Construction and Maintenance 
Agreement  6/30

BNSF Bridge Construction start April 
2011

Roadway Design complete 12/2010

Five Corners design 30% Sept 2010



Corridor Project SR 240 to US 395
Steptoe - Hildebrand



POTENTIAL ROUTE OPTIONS

COLUMBIA RIVER CROSSING STUDY / TRI-CITIES



MONITORING THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM



MONITORING THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

MULTI MODAL EMPHASIS


	Slide Number 1
	Ben Franklin Transit PTBA
	Reduced Sales Tax Revenues Resulted in Service and Fare changes.
	Arra funding helps build new offices to improve crowded work spaces. 
	Service Changes include:
	Results
	Capital Needs are Growing
	Balancing the Budget
	TDP Expenditure Assumptions
	The bus helps the economy by providing transportation to many.
	Citizens think BFT helps the economy
	Ben Franklin Transit Goals
	Port of Benton
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Port Impacts
	Vintner’s Village, Phase I
	Phase I Impacts
	Vintner’s Village, Phase II
	Improvements Cont.
	Future Impacts & Outcomes
	Projects and Partners
	Projects and Partners
	Questions?
	City of Pasco
	Transportation Priorities
	Lewis Street Overpass
	Lewis Street
	Road 68 / I-182
	Road 68 / I-182
	Road 76
	Road 52
	“A” Street Interchange
	Heritage Industrial Center
	Heritage Industrial Center
	Transportation Priorities
	City of Richland Transportation Challenges
	Preservation and Operations
	Preservation and Operations Funding
	Slide Number 40
	Duportail Bridge
	Duportail Bridge
	Duportail Bridge
	Duportail Bridge
	Duportail Bridge Funding
	Duportail Bridge – Land Use Planning
	Slide Number 47
	Washington State Transportation Commission
	Commissioners
	Port District
	Keene Road – �Catalyst For New Commerce
	Keene Road Extension�March 2007
	Keene Road Extension�April 2008
	Red Mountain Wine Estates
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Red Mountain �Transportation Improvements
	Phase II – SR 224 to I-82  Red Mountain/West Richland Interchange
	Red Mountain �Partners
	Vista Field Airport�Open For Business
	Thank You!�
	Steptoe
	Slide Number 63
	Proposed Roads
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	A Preliminary Look
	Public Involvement!
	Traffic Analysis
	Options Presented
	Environmental 
	Slide Number 72
	Phase 2 – Clearwater to Center Parkway
	Phase 3 – 10th Avenue �to Clearwater Avenue
	Five Corners
	Slide Number 76
	Steptoe - Hildebrand
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80

